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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Trustees 

of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, May 3, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and 

via video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich Deputy  

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

     Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 

Trustee David Squirrell 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 
Absent:    

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for 

the pledge of allegiance.  Mayor Picinich asked everyone to keep in their minds and in 

their hearts, Katie Weisman, whom we recently lost.  She was an autism advocate and 

worked with the Children’s Health Defense, she was a Special Education Parent-Teacher 

Association member, she was part of the Bedford Autism Spectrum Support Group, and 

was also an active member of our Beautification Committee.  She is very knowledgeable 

on plants and flowers; she was active in plantings in front of the Library and planting all 

around the fountain, also bulbs and tulips and daffodils all around the Village.  Katie 

bravely fought a very difficult battle and she will be greatly missed by so many of us in 

the community and our thoughts and love go out to Doug, Nick, Alex, and Don.  

 

 

May 3, 2021 

7pm Regular Meeting 

 

Public Hearing – Union Hook and Ladder Company  

Call in# 646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

Mayor Picinich began by opening the public hearing.  She explained to the public 

that the hearing was to allow the Union Hook and Ladder Company to purchase a piece 

of equipment pursuant to Section 147 (f) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.  She 

opened the public hearing for comments.   

 

Judge Mark Farrell began by saying that this is going to allow them to benefit 

from the tax except funding that is available to municipalities.  In essence, we are 

piggybacking on the Village because of the work the fire company does for the Village.  

As mentioned the Village has no financial responsibility for this matter.    

 

With no one waiting to make comment, Mayor Picinich made a suggestion to keep 

the public hearing open until the end of the meeting to allow anyone who would like to 

comment to have that opportunity as the meeting continues.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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Presentation from Neighbor’s Link 

 

Mayor Picinich began by introducing Ms. Carola Bracco to the public.  Mayor 

Picinich noted that she is a resident of Mount Kisco and that she and her husband raised 

their family in the Village.  Ms. Bracco is the Executive Director of Neighbor’s Link.  We 

asked her to join us tonight so that she can share the important work that Neighbor’s 

Link does to support those who are newly arrived to our County.  Neighbor’s Link is a 

highly valued partner to the Village, this has been particularly so during this time of 

pandemic.  Working with Feeding Westchester and the Inter-Faith Food Pantry, 

Neighbor’s Link has fed our neighbors regardless of their status.  They have broadened 

their reach beyond their core constituency and continue to manage food distributions.   

They have partnered with the Village and New York State for a vaccine pop-up 

distribution site, disseminated vital healthcare information across our community, and 

more broadly, they made vaccine appointments for people in need and hosted pop-up 

testing sites.  Most recently, Neighbor’s Link was recognized for their extraordinary work 

during the pandemic with the Dr. Harold Keltz Distinguished Public Health Service Award 

from the Westchester County Board of Health.   

 

Carola Bracco of Neighbor’s Link presented the following: 
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 There was some discussion amongst the Board with Ms. Bracco in regards to 

specific services and different issues that families faced during the pandemic including 

internet challenges as well as other challenges that families in the community faced due 

to the pandemic.   

 

1) Communications: 

 

a. Fire Parade request – Friday, July 9, 2021  

   

There was a large discussion amongst the Board on the logistics of the event and 

whether or not it would be permissible as requested given current CDC guidelines.  The 

guidelines are going to be expanded as of May 19, 2021 and those guidelines would 

affect the event as well.  The Board agreed that the Fire Commissioners would have to 

demonstrate a safety plan to ensure the safety of participants.  

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to approve the request to hold the Fire Parade on Friday, July 9, 2021 with the 

stipulation that the Chiefs will supply a safety plan of action to the Board of Trustees; all 

in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 
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b. Memorial Day Ceremony Request – Sunday, May 30, 2021 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Squirrell to approve the request to hold a Memorial Day Ceremony on Sunday, May 30, 

2021 at 2:00 p.m.; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

 
a. Shredder Reminder 

  Mr. Brancati advised residents that the mobile shredder would be in Mount Kisco 

at the Fox Senior Center on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  

Residents are required to stay in their vehicles and staff will attend to them.  This is for 

your safety and theirs.  Residents are allowed a maximum of four (4) boxes or bags and 

all paper clips, staples, or binder clips should be removed.  

b. Personnel Update 

Mr. Brancati advised the Board of Trustees and members of the community that 

Alyssa Hochstein resigned her position as Deputy Receiver of Taxes effective May 14, 

2021.  He thanked her for her service to the residents of Mount Kisco.  

 

5) Board Reports: 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus began by wanting to follow up on the conversation that he 

has brought up before on speed detectors.  The ones that the Village has are portable, 

but sometimes they are stationed on the street and allow us to determine how fast 

people are driving down our streets.  Deputy Mayor Markus made mention that there is a 

detector on Grove Street which people use to bypass Main Street and noticed it was no 

longer there.  He wanted to know what policy is in place for the use of the speed 

detectors in terms of frequency and location.   

 

Mr. Brancati replied that the Village started with one and have purchased two 

additional speed detectors.  The idea is that they are put out and are brought back in 

after a couple of weeks because those units are gathering the data that then needs to be 

downloaded to identify any trends or patterns to share with the Police to better inform 

enforcement.  In addition, the units are only capable of holding a few weeks of data 

before they must be brought in to download the gathered data before they can be 

redeployed.  It has also been noted that when the units are in one location for an 

extended period of time, people become numb to it and continue to speed in those 

residential areas.  

 

Deputy Mayor Markus continued to say that he appreciates the Village following 

through on purchasing more equipment to handle this issue.  He stated that he has done 

a little research and some of the studies have demonstrated a six-month time frame for 

the efficacy of utilizing radar detectors; that’s one point of view.  Deputy Mayor Markus 
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continued to discuss a number of articles that he has read on the subject as well as a 

study done on reducing the fatalities of pedestrians.  He also made note that some of 

the neighboring communities have started to use esthetically pleasing radar detectors on 

a permanent basis and suggests that the Village consider doing the same to help with 

enforcement.   He believes that this is something that should be discussed further, 

perhaps a work session, to see if it is cost effective for the Village.  Mr. Brancati offered 

to share the data received from these detectors for the Board to review.   

 

Trustee Grunthal had no report this evening.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by asking a question on the mobile shredder.  Mr. 

Brancati replied that residents are to have their articles somewhere in their car that is 

easy to access and they are allowed four (4) boxes or bags of things to shred.  She 

continued to say that AARP has cancelled all in-person driver safety classes until 

September.  Ride-Connect is still offering rides to medical appointments as a free 

service.  Trustee Schleimer also wanted to point out that FEMA has an application period 

for funeral assistance for people who passed away due to COVID.   

 

Trustee Squirrell began by saying that it is always wonderful to spend Saturday 

mornings in Leonard Park and thought it was great to participate in the Arbor Day 

Celebration coordinated by the CAC.  He also wanted to point out that the spring sports 

have begun at Fox Lane Middle and High School and invited residents to drop by a game 

to support the kids.  Trustee Squirrell continued on to thank those who reached out to 

him after the last meeting’s vote, we should be grateful that we have such an engaged 

community on both sides of the issue.  He mentioned that there are still some items that 

should be discussed on how to revitalize our downtown that include deed restrictions and 

the costs of direct connection from the North Moger lot to the train platform.  

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that the seven day Covid average positivity rate 

in Westchester is 1.4%.  Currently, there are nine (9) active cases in the Village and 

52.9% of Westchester residents have received at least one dose of the vaccine.  There is 

still more progress to make as we strive to reach at least 75%.  Northern Westchester 

Hospital, CareMount, and Open Door are currently offering vaccine appointments 

through their website.  Mayor Picinich continued to say that New York State is beginning 

to roll back some of the Covid safety precautions.  Effective May 7th, hair salons, 

barbershops, and other personal care services will be able to permit 75% of indoor 

capacity; on May 9th up to 500 people may be permitted at outdoor gatherings; on May 

17th the MTA will resume 24-hour subway service in the city; on May 19th the capacity of 

outdoor stadiums will increase to 33%; the capacity of indoor catered events will 

increase to 250 people and if proof of a negative test or vaccination is solicited from 

attendees than indoor capacity can go up to 500 people.  The limit on residential 

gatherings will be lifted and the capacity for indoor residential capacity will go from 10 to 

50 people.  On May 31st the indoor dining curfew will be lifted throughout the state, but 

6-foot social distancing is still a rule unless vaccinations can be proven or a negative test 

is provided.  Mayor Picinich urged anyone who has not received the vaccine to consider 

making an appointment; as more people are vaccinated we are able to open up in more 

ways.  Mayor Picinich continued by advising residents that there is a school board and 

budget election that will be taking place on May 18th with a candidate forum being held 

on May 6th, there are details on our website.  There is a fishing derby at Leonard Park 

from 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m., bring a rod and we will provide the bait.  Mayor Picinich 

then wanted to introduce the residents to Lizette Hernandez, Secretary to the Village 

Manager.  We have a Spanish language interpreter present at all of our Board of 

Trustees Meetings.  Ms. Hernandez translated: Siempre tenemos un intérprete en todas 

las reuniones de la junta del pueblo.  Mayor Picinich then said that this is Lizette who 

interacts with Spanish speakers daily at Village Hall.  Ms. Hernandez translated: Yo 

tengo interacciones con gente en la comunidad que hablan español diariamente.   Mayor 

Picinich continued to say that some people may recall that Lizette assisted when we 

swore in members of our Fire Rescue Police and that was done in Spanish.  Ms. 



 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting May 3, 2021 9 

 

Hernandez translated: alguno de ustedes recordaran que asiste cuando asimos el 

juramento de miembros de la compañía policiaca de rescate en español.  Mayor Picinich 

wanted to reinforce that everyone is always welcome to participate.  Ms. Hernandez 

translated: quiero recalcar que todo el mundo siempre está bien venidos aquí para que 

participe.  Mayor Picinich went on to say that we will continue to do all that we can to 

accommodate the needs of all across the community.  Ms. Hernandez translated: El 

pueblo hará todo posible para satisfacer las necesidades de todos en la comunidad.   

 

 

6) Old Business: 

 
 

7) New Business: 

 

a. Schedule Public Hearing – Gas Powered Leaf Blower Legislation- Monday, 

May 17, 2021 at 7pm.  

 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that they have an enormous amount of 

evidence based on solid research in regards to air pollution and noise pollution that 

comes out of gas powered leaf blowers.   There have been requests over the years to 

regulate usage and this is the beginning of a conversation to make a change in the 

Village.  

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Mayor Picinich to 

schedule a public hearing on Monday, May 17, 2021 on proposed Gas Powered Leaf 

Blower legislation; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

b. Executive Session to discuss current litigation. 

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

enter into executive session at the conclusion of this meeting to discuss current 

litigation; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Squirrell and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

pay the bills as submitted on April 29, 2021 for the months of March and April 2021 as 

follows:  

 

General Fund     $ 123,770.14 

Water Fund      $   73,546.80 

Sewer Fund      $   17,485.35 

Library Fund     $     4,429.33   
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Capital Fund      $    57,373.25 

Trust Fund      $    25,195.25 

    TOTAL   $  301,800.42 

 

 

Trustee Grunthal asked if the Village was looking to start purchasing 4-stroke 

and/or electric leaf blowers.  Mr. Brancati replied that they are not quite there yet, but 

we are looking to get there in the near future.   

 

Trustee Schleimer had some comments on the bills.  One was a lighting bill and 

asked if all buildings were being switched to LED.  Mr. Brancati replied that many 

buildings have been converted to LED lighting and we continue to convert buildings to 

LED lighting as we make improvements to each Village facility thereby reducing electric 

consumption and operating costs.  AI Engineering; it is for inspection and design for 

access on the north end of the platform and as inspectors for a capital project.  

 

 All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

9) Minutes: 

a. VB Regular Meeting – 4.5.2021 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal 

to approve the minutes for April 5, 2021 as submitted; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Abstain 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 646-558-8656 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell to 

close the public hearing, but leave it open for written comment until May 10, 2021; all in 

favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to authorize the Mayor to sign the financial documents for Union Hook and 

Ladder Company on Tuesday, May 11, 2021; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

   

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the meeting at 8:31 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 


